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didacticism. Hannah More knew how to write down to simple
minds, without their resenting it; she had force, though little
charm, and sometimes writes like Bunyan, who however was no
favourite of hers.
"Calebs" In Cce/ebs, a young man, whom she forgets to supply with a
character of his own, makes the round of various households, and
interviews mothers, fathers, and their marriageable daughters,
ultimately settling upon the faultless Lucilla, who had, unknown
to the young pair, been destined for him by the parents on both
sides.1 Being well brought up, an orthodox Christian, and a
graduate of Edinburgh, he is a severe examiner, and discovers
endless moral and social defects in the homes where he is
entertained. The result is a criticism of manners, of intelligence,
of taste, education, and prevailing attitudes towards religion,
especially cant and the effusive pietism that was devoid of earnest-
ness of life. Sometimes, but all too rarely, as in the visit to the
Ranby household, humour almost converts the pious tract into
literature.
In the evening, Mrs Ranby was lamenting in general and
rather customary terms, her own exceeding sinfulness. Mr
Ranby said, " You accuse yourself rather too heavily, my dear,
you have sins to be sure------"   " And pray what sins have I, Mr
Ranby ? " said she, turning upon him with so much quickness that
the poor man started. " Nay," said he meekly, " I did not mean
to offend you: so far from it, that hearing you condemn yourself
so grievously, I intended to comfort you, and to say that except
a few faults-----"   "And pray what faults?" interrupted she,
continuing to speak however, lest he should catch an interval to
tell them. " I defy you, Mr Ranby, to produce one." " My
dear," replied he, " as you charged yourself with all, I thought
it would be letting you off cheaply by naming only two or three,
such as------" Here, fearing matters would go too far, I interposed,
and softening things as much as I could for the lady, said, " I
conceived that Mr Ranby meant that though she partook of the
general corruption------"    Here Ranby interrupting me with
more spirit than I thought he possessed, said: " General cor-
ruption, sir, must be the source of particular corruption. I did
not mean that my wife was worse than other women." " Worse,
1 The same piquant situation as in Congreve's Incognita, Sheridan's Rivals,
and Peacock's Nightmare Abbey.